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Saturday, February 6, 1965 


In a telephone conversation at 7 p.m. Bundy 
reported to Wheeler that we had sent a flash telegram 
to our Embassy to stand by to receive message. Vance 
informed Ball they asked him to come through on the 
secure phone to talk with Taylor and find out their 
recommendations. Vance has just done this, and Alex 
said he had received the message; that they were just 
leaving for a meeting which should last for half an 
hour, after which he would phone back their recommen- 
dations. Vance reported this to the President. The 
President has issued orders to arm our aircraft and 
raised the question of the evacuation of dependents. 
Vance is now checking our capabilities and believes 
we will have to move aircraft in in order to evacuate. 

He will raise this with the people there as soon as 
he gets their recommendations. Ball felt it should be 
done not to appear as a panic move, but as a reaction 
to possibilities. Will have to be carefully thought 
out. Vance will call as soon as he receives the call 
on the secure line from Saigon. 

At 7:25 Vance reported he had had the call and 
had phoned its contents to the President. The President 
has called a meeting for 7:45 p.m. 

At 7:30 Ball reached Stevenson to inform him of 
the above action. 

At 7:32 p.m. Bromley Smith asked that Ball and 
Bundy come to the 7:45 meeting. The meeting will be 
an off-the-record NSC meeting. Ball told Smith he 
would bring Amb. Thompson with him and would like 
Greenfield to be present because of the possibility 
of an announcement. Smith is checking this with 
Reedy. Greenfield is to come and wait outside the 
meeting room. 

At 7:45 Ball left for White House. 
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